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Like millaes of European Jews, Ivo Herer was
confined to 2 concentration camp during World
War 11, A mative of Zagreb, the capital of the vir-
ulently anti-Semtic state of Croatia in present-day
Yugoskivis, Herzer saw more than 50,000 of his
countrymen extermirated during the Holocaus
Herzer not only survived his captivity, but has
devobed the last 40 years of his life 10 tanking
his captors in the Jtalian anmy. .
Unlike their Axis allies, the Germans, the lwal-
tan people, ammy, and even the Fascs: govermment
of Benito Mussolind, despite an afficial policy of
anb-Semitism, heroically rescued and hid tens of
| thousands of jews who otherwise would have per-
isheed in the Holocust.

The massive ltalian rescue effort on behalf of
rative halan Jews and refugess [nom cther south-
ern European couniries, unknown cven i many
schiolars of The holocast, received same ong-over-
chye artention kst week at Boston Universioy (BL).

“raliars and Jews: Rescue and Aid Darng the
Holowcauss,” a conference sponsoned by the Na-
tiore] Iealian-American Foundation on Nonembet
& and 7, browght together schobars and smdents
from arpund the country for the first time b draw
anention w0 one of the few more positive episodes
to emerge from the tragedy of the holocaust, John
A. Volpe, former Massachusets govemaor and am-
bassador 1o haly, and also recenthy the founds-
tion's presadent, greesed the conferenoe pandcipanes,

"The Holocmst is the dakest oooarmence in mod-
e histoey,” BU president john Siiber sold the 100
conference-goers in his opening remarks. "W must
artemgpt to understand "

Ty uncerstand why the Teafisms woere abie 10 save
approcmately B0 percent of Ttaly's 40,000 Jews
froen extermination while six million Jews across
Burope perished, the public must firs recognize
Iraly's effors, say conference Ofganizers.

For Herser, an enginesr and imendgrant, the con-
ference marked a major victory in hds long cam-
patign ey regary his Imalian pescuers, He first appocach
ed the foundation with the idea for the confer-
ence 3 vear a0, and served @8 confesenos chasmman
because he remembened the wonds his Bcher 1osd
him wren his Bamity came under the protecton
of the falian ammy: “I we survive the war, we
st not forget how the Tralians saved our lives.”

*It wass possibile o help Jews,” Herzer sid. Bt
throughout Europe, so very few stood o help.”
Herzer's family members fled Zagreb when Hit-
ler installed a poppet government of Croaian Fas-
cists, sought refuge with the Balian army, and

the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Council. >>

A Unique Shelter

Conference relates Italians’ rescue
of Jews during Holocaust

Herzer and his family m&;‘w. mdrj::
tainly mever expecied ireatmenl the!
received. “1t was the most faneastic thing, ™ Heree
recalled. There were synagogues for worship
schools, and even organized athletics for the child
ren dulbbed “'camp Ohympics.”

Herzer has several theories why Talians hav
never peceived credit for their effors. “For Jew
b praise and openty talk of Talians @ being goo
is very difficals,” Herzer said. “luabans were o
the citherr side. They wete a formal, powerful 2
Iy of Germany.”

Also, Herzer helieves, the public incoemect
equates Ialian Pascism with Nazism. “1 wouldn
be here today if Fascism were Nazism,” Herze
said. Amd, finally, Herzer thanks theat the immens
tragedy of the holocaust overwhelms the resous
“It ol years and years 1 absorb the tragedy the
ocourned in Eastern Europe,” he saad.

Prof=ssional historians a1 the conference agron
with Herzer's personal experience. ' The Ialian
had to help in the face of government and bex
ership orying v please the l:_'.mmm-mdl’m
Bookbinder, history peofessor @t the Universi
o specubsed tha Iy tes i

Bookhinder iR Teeive
its propeer recognition because of the shame it fe
at losing 8,000 Jewish victims to the holocaus
My Inalians “'feed they could've done even be
ter,” Bookbinder said,
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The first ‘Holocaust in Southern Europe’ conference was held in 1986
at Boston University hosted by BU President John Silber. Holocaust
experts from Italy, France, Germany and Canada addressed the Italian

rescue of Jews in Croatia, France, Italy, Greece and Albania.

Other topics covered were: the life of Mussolini and his relationship

with Hitler and the experience of prisoners in Italian internment
camps. Speakers included Dr. Susan Zuccotti, Prof. Meir Michaels,

Dr. Menachem Shelah and Dr. Carlo Spartaco Capogreco, Father
Robert Graham, Andrew Canepa, Liliana Picciotto Fargion, Klaus
Voigt and Dr. Sam Oliner.

Nazi, Soviet atrocities exceed Italian
destructive aptitude, Silber says

By Dawn Tolh
Stalt writer of The Daily Freo Press

The people and the govern-
ment of [taly did not show
the destructive aptitude of
the Mazis during the Holo-
caust or thar of the Soviet
Union after World War I1,
Boston University President
Juhn R. Silber “said
yeiterday.

Speaking at a two-day
conference ''Tralians and
Jews: Rescuc and Aid Dur-
ing the Holocaus:,” %n].hcr
gave an abbreviated history
af Iralians and Jews during
the Holocaust, remarking
that the Italian effort on
behalf of Jews is not well
known.

The conference presents
the history of the rescue of

ews and the aid given Jews

ltalians and the Italian

government during the

further research

entire Nazi ern of World
War 1L It aleo explores the
factors at the ‘base of the
Ttalian awitude toward Jews
in WW IT and may generate

Hl BT i

foul-ups along the way.”
Even though registered
early last semester, her
eourses did not get processed
until mid-Aunguost.

“It takesa long time, | had
to go through the registra-
tion line to pay my bill, even
though 1 pre-registered,
she added.

At the College of Engi-
n:ering. Sargent College
and SFA required courses
arc designated aocording o
each student’s major, leav-
ing students to choose only
electives.

“Engincers don’t get
much of a choice,” said
Arthur Walker, “haENG
saphomare. “1 don't have 1o
worry shout what I'm going
to take, it 's pretty casy in that
respect,

Ploase soe Silber, page &




"THE HOLOCAUST IN

SOUTHERN EUROPE™ AT NEW YORK UNIVERSITY

and Baronessa Mariuccia Zerilli-Marimo. >>

VOL. 3 No, 12

by Dr. Mana Lombardo,
Education Director, NIAF

With the flh’lurh :-|.|‘||:|i1.'|_:r53_r:.'
of the end of World War 11, it is
timely to finally discuss what hap-
pcntd in souchern ]"_ur::uprz during
the Holocaust. Due in part m the
recent tremendous  sucoess of
Spiclbergs "Schindlers List” and
orher media efforrs, much of the
world has heard of the rescue
efforts in northern Eusope, par-
ncularly those of Checar Schindler
fone individual working within
the burcaucracy to save [ows), the
massive Danish rescue effors by a
general population, and these of
Racul Wﬂ”cn‘!:urg [z Swedish
diplomar  working  virrually
alone).

Bur how many people have
heard of the rescues in southern
Europe! Here, in contrast to
northern Furepe, we see not only
civilians helping their neighbors
and strampers, but bureawcrats
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working within the burcaucracy
to save Jews. Such Tralian effors
were evident both in lraly and the

mats defied erders in order 1o save

Jews. The [alian army saved Jews
in Croana by wking them ine

D Maria Lombardo and survivars Lanis Goldman, Imee R-:rc]ﬂ.in:, Sabring
Hrelicezer ar the Folocaust in Seuthern Europe conference in N.Y.Co

=
i

ltalian oceupied rerritories of
southeen France, Albania, Croatia
and Greece. The Itahan experience
is also unique because [raly was
officially allied with Germany and
that the [talians were sympathetic
not only to the faee of ltalian Jews
but to foreign Jews as well.

[talian bureaucrars and diplo-

laly and in southern France by
hiding them in hotels, Many such
Jewish supdvers, incuding Imre
HLH,h_llr.l:. wl'll.“'l.: SOEL) I_|||_'||.E|.||..|.:|| rh‘:
"Righrenaus Enemy” documenrary
film on the subjecr, and historians
:-||1|;_i SATVIvGEs ."lu"I-L':'I:LLEII.'l':'. I'\-|'|n'_'...|J'!|
of lsrzel and Ive Herer of

America, have atcested o the fser

January 1996

that as che Ustasha in Croatia was)
rounding up Jews and sending
them to death camps, the lmlian
army officials and soldiers worked
efficiently to save Jows by getting
them ino safe havens in Iraly.
Giorgio Perlasea, an [ralian
businessman pesing as a Spanish

diplomar, Falsified exit papers for

Bl runcs

Presented in conjunction with New York University and conference co-chairs Lewis Rudin

FUNDED BY:

- New York University
- Lewis Rudin

- Baronessa
Zerilli-Marimo

-The National Endowment for the

Mariuccia

Humanities
- Casa Italiana at NYU
- NIAF

More than 22 multi-ethnic groups
served on the Advisory Committee
for this conference held at New York
University. Professor Claudio Segre,
whose father had left Italy with
Enrico Fermi (physicist and creator
of world’s first nuclear reactor)
joined Professor Paul Bookbinder
in the presentation of Christian
Jewish Relations and the Holocaust
in Southern Europe. Survivor Imre
Rochlitz from Rome was joined
by other survivors who described
his family’s rescue by Italians. The
conference was dedicated to Guelfo
Zamboni who, during his time
serving as Italian Consul in the
German-occupied Salonika, Greece,
saved more than 280 Jews from being
deported to Auschwitz in Poland.

over 10000 Lo oo
Guello Zambo
sul in German
Greece in 194
Jews from b
Auschwirz by
official diplom|
has heard of &
ordinary ltali

INg priests an
[0 rescue 83
H'.I.'-u.'-ll'l :l'._.lll:'l.'””
ook,  The
Holocawrs, that the
37100
8,100 foreign Jews in lraly, a tosal
of 45,200, In 1941,
-contigued o page

[malian Jews and ahour




"THE HOLOCAUST IN
SOUTHERN EUROPE" IN WEST BLOOMHELD, MICH.

Presented in conjunction with the Holocaust Memorial Center of Michigan. >>

Seank 0. Stella

Giorgio =anning, a Hokeeaust survor, spoxe at
a -:::-nfr:rer::ce in Detroit in June, Giorgio Sanmnu._ a
Detroit resident, described his expenances while
iving in Bome under Mussolini's racial laws at the
time of the Holocaust. :

The confersncs featured the acclaimed
cocumentary, ‘The Righteous Enemy,” describing
ltalian military afforts to subvert the Nazi reund-ups of
the Jews in italy and the Mediterranean. A photo
axhibit on the Jewish Ghetto of Rome, wascn displlay
during the conference. The sxhibit was Creparad DY

nation's leading advocacy group for Americans of
1aiizn descent. and the Holocaust Memarial Center.

"Oesgite the 1938 racial laws enacted by
wvarnment,. ltalian military
ins saved more

Dr. Maria Lombarco

businessman and MIAF chairman.

Rabbi Charles H. Rosenzveig, founder and
axecutive vice-prasident of the Holocaust Memarial
Canter, gave the opening remarks along with the
MIAF Chairman, Frank D. Stelfla. Cr. Maria Lombardo,
daughter of Mazi slave labor camp survivor, med grated
the conference.

The keynote speaker was Professor Paul
Bookbinder of the University of Massachusetts. He
spoke on the background of the Holecaustin southern
Eurcpe and discussed the historical significance of
the f:'.cpressicm and rescue of southern Eurcpean
Jews during Worid War 11, _

Other speakersincluded Martin Reno Garagicla,
president, Italian American Cultural Center: d im Hedley,
minizter, Little Rock Baptist Ghurchl Seymour
Greteikn, superintendent, West Bloomiield Schools,
and RabbiLecnardn A. Britran, Congregation Shaarsy
Zedek B'Mai lsrael Center. They discussed lessons
today's scciety can learn from the Holecaust rascue
efforts in southern Europe

Theconference wasone
arganized bythe MIAF undara

L

FUNDED BY:

- The National Endowment for the Humanities
- Holocaust Memorial Center, Michigan

- The National Italian American Foundation

In addition to a tour of the city’s Holocaust
Memorial Center, the other highlight of this
event was a photo exhibition of the ‘Jewish
Ghetto of Rome’ prepared by Italy/Italy
Magazine. Historian Dr. Paul Bookbinder
discussed oppression and rescue in Southern
Europe during the Nazi era.

As moderator, Dr. Lombardo led a discussion
on the moral lessons of the Holocaust with
West Bloomfield Schools” Superintendent Dr.
Seymour Gretchko, Rev. Jim Holley of the Little
Rock Baptist Church, Rabbi Leonardo Bitran of
Congregation Sharey Zedek, B’'nai Israel Center
and Martin Garagiola, President of the city’s
Italian American Cultural Center..

Italian List of Policyhelders
May Include Survivors' Names

Risking All For Brotherhood

v Thatonis v Yol s i s

Summer Travels and
Jowlsh Journeys
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"THE HOLOCAUST IN
SOUTHERN EUROPE" IN MIAMI, FLA.

Presented in conjunction with the American Jewish Congress Southeast Region
Consulate General of Italy. >

wenca 00

COMUNITA'

marisdl 7 marzo 1998 21

hﬁmﬁﬂmdmﬂmgmdcﬂaNhfwgﬁchtisa]wﬁmEmnpammnwﬁmﬂumnﬂjmm

Ah! Questo cuore 1tahan0...

Antonine Clappina

“Cuo mon hol agusll al
andh”™. tnrk:luﬂablu]!ﬂm afukrl-
~chlave al canvegisn Endetio dalk “Miar,
atho sl Fslian aanencan Foundation,

e sahli nellEuropa Mericele

\lant chrante 8 seconde condlitie mnn
alp, msltasi
ol Cacean

“Ondia 1 cristiand,

§ idiant®, ha deio @ sua volts Willas
alf. altro ehres sopravissbo al g
nguhwﬂjlimmmuh mak i
ances e

il .-qm a NiZzs, venme sor
ro oun g irmjl.rl 0 i eor
Al vella Polizla re Iealinna. § Co-

ihemierid i B ————
Saliipa Hi B
canr & 4

aetar® deila “Mial, dopd aver oonululaso
we PBO% degll cbeel sl sahvd i Ralla
ririe & mispeieo della vitn umeana gl

Il gualn wmmis e
pal, mon eallarang o

(e iruisin o greerosc.
L sioltf.usia Lombardo, mel suo breve
tbervesils Enrodattive
& ress noto ohe nel #00 tenso o far
oo owre Al cowtribudn al malva-
,glu degli ehirel duranie & seconds co-
J.Iu:um-ﬂ faiscare IEIDPH'FW
cinl

mialeriase, el Sonno, nel saboonscln,
ANCOTA In mans il aued sguesinl

sabina Hellceer, chrea edesca, ba
mum&tdﬂhﬁuﬂmmr@ubp"-

per malix df lare mon fu coslh
I.mgrlladl&bun Torse undoo medlco
alla macchia nelle Marche, strunSere per

glunia, che non esitas dndare ad

dmmcnl. rue the Humunsets!, inentre

2 avuls o nd kol sy .

\ Delansition Lesgue ©
ewisls COMETIEEE.

Ha acirfouiie e dificolil incomiratn
ede |._|||_rplr-1h:|o-ﬂ|:ElnhmHuw-
imsotl alla rabbaa razzista del peciel el
ikl in Aerica, provenivang per la
u&l urudul?uml.dull!:-lnmmmr
!

\idia 30
i, oom ||:,-||.nmmlmnﬂnjrm.rrl
niglcri che rendano Baowia degna di
SFTE TIHEL
Lo o i s bardo ha priecsats di
oy :wmmlu.sprun::llﬂlupr:pmum-
o sl o o |2 olfierinie che anco
Mgy i e paedre, che fo willeiale uel
\umu. ol g dor Pt o Fareml-
o i’ scticibire 1948 por b masea-
" h_'\’\,q.ﬂ aleileduho antisemies di fusie-
il e parte di Badogho. dalla Grecia -
s grm €0 b ITURDE d] RTugiclone -
i b o agll estascls croatl, che lo
ormetirui (e ol Hmile dell relaien
& inn. Lo sahmrons goldatl fmlan.
spite flaiche - Fub OSUTIERILSG Baris
sambarde - sono guaripe, maqu.ell!wl-
solugiche aumd rmasie € lo

‘American

e e AR, LA CheE & CinCA mml
il imiacn, ba e 8i sweglin com s di
erroee, seckdendogll o sl per v

|ud.lun:| ehm in .nmf.rlﬁ ol in luuu_
dove adutd fut o buarearsl, msegmando

Ealluni, @nls e diedero Je fedi dom s

Pussolind i camben -u.l-qu.elln h wfnn

allepoea della Cam|
o conforeevol

Hnbeh-lmdn
Farmistzio, che
per Inflerire
Fnvere di errtare di nascondersl, pers.
seelarra wne vis erolce: s dmo alln
enacciua, unendosl al s,
mlu' nmd.ulolu.\gl In II:I Leteliven-
Qi Marche, come
xun: n :!rumw mr.lcl el «

iedle: al nazis via libera

maml del coml
erani tnuJ tunimmmlll.om 1 carneficd,

ez bs oot arn diveas in

presédents della Wiaf, che. quando al
ra pon Cera s
enistar

EVTRL tmpaT
Bl Era 'lm.rlllulu wallsti| g

Al fesie; aveva appircas o castare, pj
mmIMImel‘ﬂﬂJ
ﬂ:mum.ﬂl.lmiudﬂm L

la prizna wolta per e, ¢ soprotiutio
wiska ded mibiiari Halland, p-lr miidra
I.e-nnngnmnz =i chiedie

aciorinsmida mna rﬂ
mm “Torma lsLSu.rru:ld.ﬂll:sﬂ‘n

D!benl: Vel “H-uln; ded solda)

avvicinarand & lul, d

wi: "Seno soiin
llﬂtm quelli li - aggiumse tnm
suldat ransesl s

I
, enairinsers | franceal & dar lors
ﬂwn: 1 acle aler e
mxbm Hmny.ltnnnwm
.-]Fb

Ini.u'lun che, forzail dendro un o
o come sardipe, eramo altrl oftoo

An atiesa di essere d
i andarann ' Woeruch, s

mnn unl pabala da lul,
T
atrooe ded medl
s
IIuluru uiz 1 Il.ﬁn ﬁllm
q paadire. # vdrerne il ei-
dnm..uuuuml.clmnu.dﬂ sz . |’ll
tardt, do sdulto, | rifless nop pic
Enfe pErsOnA Normale. morl &
travodio da un'awio, La trigedia J..lum /
Sabios -mmm-i Ly un, Mbeo di prosstms
ki s fta bt ed ingle-

firmute da um
b st el cueibs, quasdo mneu:m
acelienl il @ n‘lﬂlln cuctva pamtaloai per
e | i, 54 £ ATREricH-
nl a camutlarsi, un'.nu.o vhis oLl
nevi oo Ladind.
Ju@J:ﬂﬂd americand che rfascivasd o
opis, messl in boeglie.
= ulu m Sabima el aire donoe
itstiane della sus sempra., ragl o
S Benedeita del Tronmo | Ascoll |8
derer e ad altenderll Wl gom bm.
M.eu.lr:.pem I prigionteri ingleai
i Fiussvann & mavare k liber-
L} hruL: all'ayaio di Sabiss ¢ dells suc

a: wlal QEks": 'ﬂﬂ T i

WA Wil el avewa
it | cristand priems di seer conoscisio
s itmlland, ba racoonlaio con e afipena

pﬁﬂllﬂhllh -lﬂdmdlll'-rnw. ol
In Frizels perché

eﬂ.nul' th d-llui'umrunmn

che il nooa Gri sLElE uiciss dovanti

i lore aedhl nh[mhmm razzist, a colpd
u;mun;ua.uluumlmlmmtmw
| mailre $fa SEE1E ATUratL dal razis);
u| dla alerl ebeel che s s ceranoglt

el non i pensegaiiveans, ke

tu.m- o marce forgate, ruscirang & Fig-

“Howo gul & ravmestarelo per gissl py
i Carubénlerl ehe son esilarono

mebrizre Lla vila, pur di salvored; ok p
i n:rau.nu a ;ml oo, nells me

el o0 mme o el
fniw a bﬂlun(iLuI.(l ran Gl

mnn pom @l ceski usids 48 R‘I':

6 el racconil A1 Bahilsa He
dl Williiam Waoll, Dd Sabana

anly unto el d ¢ non 8 stan)
mplﬁpﬂtr{ 'E’:p:d:mnanntwu
@ Ene, dﬁ.DE-ﬂLﬂ.I.Im

Piedls foco,
m.mvmnghd.m
da slistrsdl Crabn
Aot sas Maris

FUNDED BY:

- National Endowment for the Humanities

- Anti-Defamation League

- American Jewish Committee

- American Jewish Congress/Southeast R egion
- Consulate General of Italy
- The National Italian American Foundation

Along with a tour of the Holocaust Memorial in Miami Beach, a
conference was held at the Doral Ocean Beach Resort. In addition to
accounts by Dr. Paul Bookbinder — a historian from the University of

Massachusetts— survivor Sabina Heliczer introduced her book “On the

Run Italia” Community leaders from the American Jewish Congress
and Dade County Public Schools’ Holocaust educator reiterated the

importance of including Italy’s role in the Holocaust to school curriculum.

The Mayor of Bal Harbour issued a Proclamation to Dr. Lombardo on
behalf of NIAF and the National Endowment’s work on the subject.

Wity of Miami Beack

hereas:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

NOIW THEREFORE, D) T, Sepmimir Gelber, as Meyor of the City
- Mifagad Beack, kereby proclaim Swesfay, Maech 3, J09%, a5

THE NATTONAL ITALIAN AMERICAN FOUNDATIONS
HOLOCAUST IN SQUTHERY EUROPE DAY

in the Cliy of Miami Heck

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, | have kercante st my Famd owd -
counsed the gread seal of the Uity of Miami Boech o be afficed.

The Ciy af Miam Rench commemoniles e
prewidene of @ mew dacumentary deicribing e
reacue of thoasards of fews in Roly during dhe
Huodoraust. Naiian military persownel, diplomaty
and villans saved move than 50000 Jovs in
Kaly ond  im  Nalap-ocupled el
Rescurrs will relate the story of their motivation 8
in rescuimg Jevs and whad we can fearw o
thame Righteous Gentiles ard the moral bevsoms
af the Moot a3 & applier to foday's secely §
will be eleborstod upan; ond,

The Matiomal Nalian Americin Feurudaien, the
Antl. Defirmaiion League, the Amercan Jewish
Commitice ond  the Admerdcan  Jewish
Comgress Sovthecst Reglon, is rponvoring this
conferencs, a5 part of @ series funded by e
Neetigred Emdorsrmemi for the hureanitfes, enitfed
“The Halovans! in Soutkern Eurepe” and,

fauest spemkers will imolude Paul Bookbinder,
Arthar  Teitelbawm, Mark Freedman,  Joua
Canmer, and Mirtom Klin Kassewsff, vach §
givimg an overview of the Hofocmd im woethern
Ererope aned Clrisfan-lewish relations i Raly
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W cre homored o fein this dizdingushed promg
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vthile group.
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"THE HOLOCAUST IN
SOUTHERN EUROPE" IN NEW ORLEANS, LA

Presented in conjunction with the Community Relations Committee of the Jewish Federation
of Grreater New Orleans (CRC) and The Jewish-Italian Civic Association. >>

¥

FUNDED BY:

- The National Endowment for the Humanities
- The American Italian R enaissance Foundation
- The Anti-Defamation League

- The Jewish-Italian Civic Association

- Jewish Federation of Greater New Orleans

- The National Italian American Foundation

Beginning with opening remarks from community leaders
including Mr. Joseph Maselli and the Mayor of New Orleans
John Morial, the conference highlighted local survivor Mickey
Oreman, who shared her story about an Italian woman

(Cesarina) who had acted as a wet nurse for her and her sister

THE CiTy oF NeEw ORLEANS
EBE IT Known THaT Marc H. MoOrRiaL, MayorR OF MNEw DORLEANS Has COMFERRED
THE Timue OF

HOMORARY CITIZEN

i o while hiding them from the Nazis. Historian and author of who

Y. A _.é;x o J.f v \\ “Italy and the Holocaust,” Dr. Susan Zuccotti, presented on the

S [ e 2HTE RSN ' oppression and rescue of Jews in Southern Europe. Leaders from
o o e WM ol .+ the New Orleans justice system, Xavier University and other
\H-‘ <> organizations discussed moral lessons from the Holocaust and

Aty T, THIS Ff  pay or &E_ 192-.‘!--- . . . )
S L/ their applicability to the New Orleans community.

Un momento della conferenza di New Orleans: da sinistra a desira,
Joseph Maselli, vice-chairman della NIAF, Proj. Susan Zuccoiti
del Bernard College, e la Dott. Maria Lombardo direttrice

di questo progetto e direttrice della NIAF per l'educazione



oot survivars, the horritile irony is that

"THE HOLOCAUST IN
SOUTHERN EUROPE" IN CHICAGO, ILL.

Presented in conjunction with The Joint Civic Committee
of ltalian Americans. >>
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FUNDED BY:

-The Joint Civic Committee of Italian Americans
-The Oftice of the Governor of Illinois

-Facing History and Ourselves

-The Consulate General of Italy

-The American Jewish Committee

-The Italian Cultural Institute

-The Office of the Mayor

-The Anti-Defamation League

-The National Italian American Foundation

The conference featured historians and Holocaust survivors addressing
Italy’s role as a save haven for Jews during the Nazi takeover from 1933-

1945.The heroism of Italians who saved 85 percent of the 50,000 Jews
of Italy was recounted.

Survivors gave first-hand accounts of the rescues, which were spearheaded
by neighbors, military officials and diplomats. The high point of the
gathering was a planned reunion between a survivor and her rescuer.
Dr. Fernando Giustini, whose grandfather gave up his bed for a then-
pregnant Helen Deutsch, was introduced to Deutsch herself in an
emotional meeting. Both the tears and smiles were captured by local
television stations and broadcast throughout Chicago. More than 15
multi-ethnic organizations collaborated on the event, which also included

a panel discussion with professors and community leaders addressing the
relevance of the Holocaust to modern times.



'RESCUE AND AID DURING
THE HOLOCAUST IN BEVERLY HILLS, CA.

Presented in conjunction with the Anti - Defamation League
The American Jewish Committee. >>

FUNDED BY:

-The American Jewish Committee
Tl/-‘ I 1/-. I -Simon Wiesenthal Center
ees Or 5 ae —-The National Italian American Foundation

rden of Trees in Israel

THE NATIONAL ITALTAN AMERICAN FOUNDATION WISHES TO HONOR A two-day conference held at the Beverly Wilshire Hotel
. brought together speakers from all over the world to give witness
to the plight of Jews in Italy and Italian occupied territories
during the Holocaust. In attendance were historians Dr. Meir
Michaelis and Dr. Menachem Shelah from Israel; Father Robert
Graham, Dr. Liliana Picciotto Fargion from Italy. U.S. speakers
included Dr. Sam Oliner, Dr. Paul Bookbinder and Dr. H. Stuart
Hughes. Leaders from the National Italian American Foundation
and Claudio Martelli of the Italian government acknowledged

survivors as well as local humanitarians.

Special guests included Anna Maria Alberghetti. Alan King and
Leonard Nimoy. At one of the two luncheons held, the Giorgio
Perlasca Humanitarian Award was presented to Father Victor
Salandini for his tireless efforts on behalf of migrant workers

in California. Trees were planted in Israel in honor of Italian

rescuers.
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"THE HOLOCAUST IN
SOUTHERN EUROPE" IN PHILADELPHIA, PA.

Presented in conjunction with The A William Salomone Collection of
Drexel University and the Consulate General of Italy. >>

FUNDED BY:

- Drexel University

- Consulate General of Italy

-The American Jewish Committee
- Holocaust Awareness Museum

- The Anti-Defamation League

- German Society of Pennsylvania
- Gratz College
-The National Italian American Foundation

. Program 4:15 =515 pom. PRIMO LEVI'S INTERFRETATION (=
- The National Endowment for the Humanities 12:30- 100 pom.  INTRODUCTIONS THE HoLocAUsT: THE
Dir. Wumzio Pernicone, Moderator LinITATICNS OF A WiTHEess
Hon. Frank Guarini, President,

Prof. Claudio ﬁ-egm. L'-:lu'w‘ril't_\' )
NIAF

D, Richard Beeslin, P'n.'ilﬂflu'.
Drvexel University

Tenm, Aisstin.

The conference began with an introduction by Dr. Philip Cannistraro Primo Levi's memoirs describe the

of Drexel University. His remarks focused on the rise of Mussolini and . Framee Giiordano, Corsul 'fﬂmmtftwn camp world in all its daily
. . . . . . .. . Cieneral of I'Dzll':r horrors. Yet his Thp-::fr!,' about the cases of
his relationship to Italian soldiers and ordinary citizens. Dr. Cannistraro M. Matthew DiDomenico, NIAF Bl b, il et

Repemal Vice President
] ) ) ] ] Dr. Maria Lombardo, NIAF
on his leadership style. Jewish survivors spoke of the brave efforts of Italian Project Director

addressed the influence of Mussolini’s Jewish mistress, Margherita Sarfatti, The presentarion will discuss this parados

and evaluare Levi's comeribution to an
understanding of the Holocaust.

citizens who risked their lives by sheltering them. In a reception that 100- 200 pm.  THE SURVIVORS SPEAX (ROUND

followed, Drexel University announced its acquisition of an Italian library TALHF] Sli-Stipm.  DesclsscH
. Nilda Aaronson
for its students and faculty. Rabhi Maer Relles (invitad)

545 — 645 pom. VIEWING OF AWARD-WINNING
Jean Spiczer {invived} &
DOCUMENTARY: “RIGHTEOLS
200 - 300 pom.  MARGHERITA SARFATTL AND THE EneMy
DuLEMMAS OF JEWISH [DENTITY
I, N\ilip V. Cannistrar, Drexel

L'rul'e'mt_\', J{hl‘ﬂfﬁdfﬂ]ll‘ﬂ A d visor ¥ ,C omimittee

The presentarion examines the life of
Margherita Sarfarti, a Jewish founder of
Fascism, Afver almost 20 years as Mussolini's
lover and advisor and a central figure in the
Fascist regime, Sarfarti was exiled under
Iraly's anti-Semitic laws of 1938,

300 - 400 po. THE ITALIAMS AND THE
Hovocaust
Dir. Susan Zuceot L, Barnard
Callege, New York Ciry.
The pn_-sentaritm soeks fo mt]'ﬂ'.lin wh}' 0%
af thee Tralian Jews survived the Hodocawse. 1t
discusses the status of the Jews in [taly before
aned after the anti-Semitic lows of 1938,
focusing on Mussolini's policies, the
roundups and deportations after Ocrober
1943,

00— 415 p.m.  BrEAK

Mr. Marthew DiDomenico, NIAF Regonal Vice Pregid
Linda Carlozzi, Esg., Philadelphia Conference Assistanz
FProf. Mur'r'fﬁw;lnm, Aist amd Fnscrucior ar Greiz Caolley
Prod. Philip Roser, Direcior Holocaust Awareneis Miges
amd Amemican Jewish Commmines

Michacl Slocznick, Esq., American Jewish Comsmites
Biarry Morrison, Regional Divecoor, Ansi-DefamazionLesgn
Michael C. Rainone, Esq., Charmman, Manieal Tradiar

Amarican Bar Assncingion
Theadare B Mann, 'Esn_]., Jewish Fund for Chrintian
Resciiers
Bermand _l Fi elag, President, e S(\.'Iir]' -._[
Permzgluamia
Johm Tenhula, Presdent, Balch nstue

Michael Blum, Prexident, Nationalities Semice Cenger

Rabdd David Wur:man.}euuh l:n.l"llmwllr)- Relarions
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ITALY AND THE HOLOCAUST:
THE CALABRIA CONNECTION" AT UMASS, BOSTON.

Presented in conjunction with the University of Massachusetts, Boston. >>

Haolocawst Survivors and Their Rescuers
Reunite and Tell Their Stones at Conference
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FUNDED BY:

- Italian Center of New York Boston Office
- University of Massachusetts, Boston

- Italian and Jewish Organizations

The funding and collaboration of more than 25 Italian and
Jewish organizations made this international conference possible.
Historian Dr. Spencer Di Scala and Dr. Lombardo provided an
overview of Italy’s role during the Holocaust. Highlights of the
event including a presentation by Angela Simona Celiberti from
the Fondazione Museo Internazionale della Memoria regarding
the Ferramonti di Tarsia Internment Camp in Calabria, Italy;
Buena Pearlman’s personal experience as a prisoner there and
Dr. Norbert Goldfield’s recounting of his father’s experience
at the camp. Maria Puzzanghero reflected on her rescue efforts
of the Tenenbaum family. The film, “A Debt to Honor” was
screened and followed by a discussion on the moral lessons of the
Holocaust by Jewish and Italian community leaders. Following
the conference, the story of Italy’s role in the Holocaust was
featured in the Newton Magazine article titled “Army Saves
Thousands of Jews” by Jonathan Brickman.
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ITALIANS
JEWS

Rescue & Aid During
the Holocaust

"THE HOLOCAUST
IN SOUTHERN
FUROPE" IN
CLEVELAND, OH.

Presented in conjunction with the Jewish
Community Federation of Cleveland,
Commission on Catholic Community
Action, B’nai Brith and the Consulate
General of Italy. >
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by Alan Alda. Testimonials from the audience

Ca |E Furmir

seron Friedms

ROUMED TARLE

provided credence to the conference theme that
Italians helped Jews escape Nazi persecution
in both Italy and Greece. A photo exhibit of
Rome’s Jewish Ghetto prepared by Italy/Italy
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~ A New Chapter for The History Books:

.The Holocaust in Southern Europe
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"THE HOLOCAUST IN
SOUTHERN EUROPE" IN SAN FRANCISCO, CA.

Presented in conjunction with San Francisco’s Fort Mason Center
and the U.S. Holocaust Museum. >>
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FUNDED BY:

-The NIAF Mid Pacific Region

- Shalom Italia and Amici dell’Italia

- Holocaust Center of Northern California
-The Consulate General of Italy

- American Jewish Committee

- Italian Catholic Federation

The conference was dedicated to the late
historian Claudio Segre who also served on
the National Endowment for the Humanities
Advisory Committee for the ‘Holocaust in

Southern Europe’ program.

The questions addressed at the event, featuring
actor Robert Loggia were:

- What is the Jewish-Christian experience in
the history of Italy?

- What happened to the community of
47,000 Italian Jews and 10,000 foreign Jews
in Italy and to the thousands of Jews in Italian-
occupied territories during World War I1?

- What were the Racial Laws of 1938 and
what impact did they have on Italy’s Jewish
community?

-Why did 80 percent of the Jews in Italy
survive the Holocaust, while 80 percent of
the Jewish population in other parts of Europe
perish?

- Who were these Italian rescuers?

- What was their motivation in rescuing Jews?
- What can we learn from these “Righteous
Gentiles?”
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World War II Survivors Speak at Holocaust Conference

18 Federal agencies and the NIAF sponsor event

WASHINGTON, D
Warld War II survivors Gineta
Zagan, huowmary chairman of
Amnesty international, and Jay
Sommer, visiting professor ap
Long Island University. spoke
about their wanime experisnces
in Italy at a conference, “The
Holocaust in Southern Eurocpe:
Risking All For Brotherhood,”
Tuesday, April 21 at the Lincoln
Theater (1215 U Sirest MW)
from onoon w 2:30 PM. The con-
ference was free and open o the
public.

Oher pamicipants included
Swefano Vaocari, mayor of the
Marthem ltalian town of Monanto-
la on behalf of Holocans! servivor
Tilla Offenberger; Salvalore Lom-
bardo, a MNazi slave labor camp
survivor; and Albert Materazzi.
who served in the U5, Army in
Ttaly during Warld War II. The

lialian American Foundation
(NIAF), the nation’s leading

advocacy group in Washington,

DC for Americans of lralian
descenl. ’

“The Holocaust in Southemn
Europe: Risking All For Brother-
hood™ will address the coura-
geous acts of [talian military offi-
cers, soldiers, and ordinary pso-
ple. who rescued Jews from MNazi
persecution during World War 11
in Iraly and ltalian-occupied wermi-
Laries.

Despite the 1938 racial laws
enacted by Mussolini's fascist
government. ltalian military. per;
sonnel, diplomats, clergy and
givilians soved more than 47.000
Jews in Italy and in lalian occu-
pied termitories in southern France.
Yugoslavia, Albania and Greece.

Participants include: Andrea
Roane, co-anchor of Channel 9

man, Uniied States secretary of
agriculture; Hon. Frank Guarini,
former L% congressman o and
NIAF vice chairman; and D
Maria Lombardo, NLAF education
‘direcior and daughter of 2 Nazi
- glave labor camp swrvivor,

A photo exhibic “The Jew-
1sh Ghetto of Rome,.” courtssy of
Traly laly Magazine and art work
on the moral lessons of the Holo-
caust by students from Walt
Whitman High School in Bethes-
da, Marviand are featured during
the conference. Singer Paloma
Ciancio, recipient of the
MIAF/Sergic Franchi Music
scholarship in  voice perfor-
mance. will perforrm musical ren-
dithons from World War [L

For further information, con-
et De lombardo at 202/367-
Da00.
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Every year the U.S. government commemorates
the Holocaust. In 1998, Dr. Maria Lombardo
was invited to organize an event recognizing
the Italians’ role in fighting the Nazis.
Eighteen U.S. Federal Agencies collaborated
to commemorate survivors of the Holocaust
with a thoughtful program and conference,
which included presentations from Secretary
of Agriculture Dan Glickman and remarks
from survivors Ginetta Sagan, and Salvatore
Lombardo. Also in attendance were Mayor
Stefano Vaccari of Nonantola and U.S. Officer
Albert Materazzi, representing survivors of Villa
Emma in Nonantola. Local news broadcaster
Andrea Roane served as emcee of the program.
Guests enjoyed artwork by Walt Whitman High
School students depicting their impressions
of the Holocaust on display throughout the
Lincoln Theatre. At the conclusion of the event,
Dr. Lombardo’s “Risking All for Brotherhood,”
published by Italy/Italy Magazine in Rome, Italy
was handed out to attendees.

1. U.S. Department of Education
2. U.S. Department of Agriculture
3. U.S. Department of Transportation
4. U.S. Department of State
5. U.S. Information Agency
6. U.S. Housing and Urban Development
7.U.S. Department of Veteran Administration
8. U.S. Department of the Interior
9. U.S. Department of the Treasury
10. U.S. Department of Health & Human
Services
11. General Service Administration
12. U.S. Department of Commerce
13. Small Business Administration
14.NASA
15. U.S. Department of Labor
16. U.S. Department of Justice
17. Federal Emergency Management Agency
18. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency



