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The first ‘Holocaust in Southern Europe’ conference was held in 1986 
at Boston University hosted by BU President John Silber. Holocaust 
experts from Italy, France, Germany and Canada addressed the Italian 
rescue of Jews in Croatia, France, Italy, Greece and Albania. 

Other topics covered were: the life of Mussolini and his relationship 
with Hitler and the experience of prisoners in Italian internment 
camps. Speakers included Dr. Susan Zuccotti, Prof. Meir Michaelis, 
Dr. Menachem Shelah and Dr. Carlo Spartaco Capogreco, Father 
Robert Graham, Andrew Canepa, Liliana Picciotto Fargion, Klaus 
Voigt and Dr. Sam Oliner.  

“The holocaust in 
southern europe” at boston university

Presented  by NIAF in conjunction with Boston University, American Jewish Committee and 
the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Council.  >>
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Funded by:
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More than 22 multi-ethnic groups 
served on the Advisory Committee 
for this conference held at New York 
University. Professor Claudio Segre, 
whose father had left Italy with 
Enrico Fermi (physicist and creator 
of world’s first nuclear reactor) 
joined Professor Paul Bookbinder 
in the presentation of Christian 
Jewish Relations and the Holocaust 
in Southern Europe. Survivor Imre 
Rochlitz from Rome was joined 
by other survivors who described 
his family’s rescue by Italians. The 
conference was dedicated to Guelfo 
Zamboni who, during his time 
serving as Italian Consul in the 
German-occupied Salonika, Greece, 
saved more than 280 Jews from being 
deported to Auschwitz in Poland.

“The holocaust in 
southern europe” at new york university

Presented in conjunction with New York University and conference co-chairs Lewis Rudin
and Baronessa Mariuccia Zerilli-Marimo.  >>

“The holocaust in 
southern europe” in west bloomfield, mich.



“The holocaust in 
southern europe” at new york university

“The holocaust in 
southern europe” in west bloomfield, mich.

Presented  in conjunction with the Holocaust Memorial Center of Michigan.  >>

Funded by:
- The National Endowment for the Humanities
- Holocaust Memorial Center, Michigan
- The National Italian American Foundation

In addition to a tour of the city’s Holocaust 
Memorial Center, the other highlight of this 
event was a photo exhibition of the ‘Jewish 
Ghetto of Rome’ prepared by Italy/Italy 
Magazine. Historian Dr. Paul Bookbinder 
discussed oppression and rescue in Southern 
Europe during the Nazi era. 

As moderator, Dr. Lombardo led a discussion 
on the moral lessons of the Holocaust with 
West Bloomfield Schools’ Superintendent Dr. 
Seymour Gretchko, Rev. Jim Holley of the Little 
Rock Baptist Church, Rabbi Leonardo Bitran of 
Congregation Sharey Zedek, B’nai Israel Center 
and Martin Garagiola, President of the city’s 
Italian American Cultural Center..



Funded by:
- National Endowment for the Humanities 
- Anti-Defamation League
- American Jewish Committee
- American Jewish Congress/Southeast Region
- Consulate General of Italy
- The National Italian American Foundation

Along with a tour of the Holocaust Memorial in Miami Beach, a 
conference was held at the Doral Ocean Beach Resort. In addition to 
accounts by Dr. Paul Bookbinder – a historian from the University of 
Massachusetts– survivor Sabina Heliczer introduced her book “On the 
Run Italia.” Community leaders from the American Jewish Congress 
and Dade County Public Schools’ Holocaust educator reiterated the 
importance of including Italy’s role in the Holocaust to school curriculum. 
The Mayor of Bal Harbour issued a Proclamation to Dr. Lombardo on 
behalf of NIAF and the National Endowment’s work on the subject.

“The holocaust in 
southern europe” in miami, fla.

Presented in conjunction with the American Jewish Congress Southeast Region
Consulate General of Italy.  >>

“The holocaust in 
southern europe” in new orleans, la



“The holocaust in 
southern europe” in miami, fla.

“The holocaust in 
southern europe” in new orleans, la

Presented in conjunction with the Community Relations Committee of the Jewish Federation 
of Grreater New Orleans (CRC) and The Jewish-Italian Civic Association.  >>

Funded by:
- The National Endowment for the Humanities
- The American Italian Renaissance Foundation
- The Anti-Defamation League
- The Jewish-Italian Civic Association
- Jewish Federation of Greater New Orleans
- The National Italian American Foundation

Beginning with opening remarks from community leaders 
including Mr. Joseph Maselli and the Mayor of New Orleans 
John Morial, the conference highlighted local survivor Mickey 
Oreman, who shared her story about an Italian woman 
(Cesarina) who had acted as a wet nurse for her and her sister 
while hiding them from the Nazis. Historian and author of who 
“Italy and the Holocaust,” Dr. Susan Zuccotti, presented on the 
oppression and rescue of Jews in Southern Europe. Leaders from 
the New Orleans justice system, Xavier University and other 
organizations discussed moral lessons from the Holocaust and 
their applicability to the New Orleans community.



Funded by:
-The Joint Civic Committee of Italian Americans
-The Office of the Governor of Illinois
-Facing History and Ourselves
-The Consulate General of Italy
-The American Jewish Committee
-The Italian Cultural Institute
-The Office of the Mayor
-The Anti-Defamation League
-The National Italian American Foundation

The conference featured historians and Holocaust survivors addressing 
Italy’s role as a save haven for Jews during the Nazi takeover from 1933-
1945. The heroism of Italians who saved 85 percent of the 50,000 Jews 
of Italy was recounted. 

Survivors gave first-hand accounts of the rescues, which were spearheaded 
by neighbors, military officials and diplomats. The high point of the 
gathering was a planned reunion between a survivor and her rescuer. 
Dr. Fernando Giustini, whose grandfather gave up his bed for a then-
pregnant Helen Deutsch, was introduced to Deutsch herself in an 
emotional meeting. Both the tears and smiles were captured by local 
television stations and broadcast throughout Chicago. More than 15 
multi-ethnic organizations collaborated on the event, which also included 
a panel discussion with professors and community leaders addressing the 
relevance of the Holocaust to modern times. 

“The holocaust in 
southern europe” in chicago, ill.

Presented in conjunction with The Joint Civic Committee
of Italian Americans.  >>

“rescue and aid during 
the holocausT” in beverly hills, ca.



“The holocaust in 
southern europe” in chicago, ill.

“rescue and aid during 
the holocausT” in beverly hills, ca.

Presented in conjunction with the Anti - Defamation League
The American Jewish Committee.  >>

Funded by:
-The American Jewish Committee
-Simon Wiesenthal Center
-The National Italian American Foundation

A two-day conference held at the Beverly Wilshire Hotel 
brought together speakers from all over the world to give witness 
to the plight of Jews in Italy and Italian occupied territories 
during the Holocaust. In attendance were historians Dr. Meir 
Michaelis and Dr. Menachem Shelah from Israel; Father Robert 
Graham, Dr. Liliana Picciotto Fargion from Italy. U.S. speakers 
included Dr. Sam Oliner, Dr. Paul Bookbinder and Dr. H. Stuart 
Hughes. Leaders from the National Italian American Foundation 
and Claudio Martelli of the Italian government acknowledged 
survivors as well as local humanitarians.

Special guests included Anna Maria Alberghetti. Alan King and 
Leonard Nimoy. At one of the two luncheons held, the Giorgio 
Perlasca Humanitarian Award was presented to Father Victor 
Salandini for his tireless efforts on behalf of migrant workers 
in California. Trees were planted in Israel in honor of Italian 
rescuers. 

Dr. Maria Lombardo, Joan Baez 
and Ginetta Sagan 



Funded by:
- Drexel University
- Consulate General of Italy
-The American Jewish Committee
- Holocaust Awareness Museum
- The Anti-Defamation League
- German Society of Pennsylvania
- Gratz College
- The National Italian American Foundation
- The National Endowment for the Humanities

The conference began with an introduction by Dr. Philip Cannistraro 
of Drexel University. His remarks focused on the rise of Mussolini and 
his relationship to Italian soldiers and ordinary citizens. Dr. Cannistraro 
addressed the influence of Mussolini’s Jewish mistress, Margherita Sarfatti, 
on his leadership style. Jewish survivors spoke of the brave efforts of Italian 
citizens who risked their lives by sheltering them. In a reception that 
followed, Drexel University announced its acquisition of an Italian library 
for its students and faculty.

“The holocaust in 
southern europe” in philadelphia, pa.

Presented in conjunction with The A William Salomone Collection of
Drexel University and the Consulate General of Italy.  >>

“italy and the holocaust:
the calabria connection” at umass, boston.
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“The holocaust in 
southern europe” in philadelphia, pa.

“italy and the holocaust:
the calabria connection” at umass, boston.

Presented in conjunction with the University of Massachusetts, Boston.  >>

Funded by:
- Italian Center of New York Boston Office
- University of Massachusetts, Boston
- Italian and Jewish Organizations

The funding and collaboration of more than 25 Italian and 
Jewish organizations made this international conference possible. 
Historian Dr. Spencer Di Scala and Dr. Lombardo provided an 
overview of Italy’s role during the Holocaust. Highlights of the 
event including a presentation by Angela Simona Celiberti from 
the Fondazione Museo Internazionale della Memoria regarding 
the Ferramonti di Tarsia Internment Camp in Calabria, Italy; 
Buena Pearlman’s personal experience as a prisoner there and 
Dr. Norbert Goldfield’s recounting of his father’s experience 
at the camp. Maria Puzzanghero reflected on her rescue efforts 
of the Tenenbaum family. The film, “A Debt to Honor” was 
screened and followed by a discussion on the moral lessons of the 
Holocaust by Jewish and Italian community leaders. Following 
the conference, the story of Italy’s role in the Holocaust was 
featured in the Newton Magazine article titled “Army Saves 
Thousands of Jews” by Jonathan Brickman.



“The holocaust 
in southern 

europe” in 
cleveland, oh.

Presented  in conjunction with the Jewish 
Community Federation of Cleveland,
 Commission on Catholic Community 
Action, B’nai Brith and the Consulate 

General of Italy.  >>
Funded by:
- Consulate General of Italy
- B’nai Brith

Sara J. Bloomfield, Director of the U.S. Holocaust 
Memorial Museum and Dr. Lombardo served as 
the keynote speakers for this conference attended 
by more than 750 people. Sy Rotter presented 
a debut of the film “A Debt to Honor” narrated 
by Alan Alda. Testimonials from the audience 
provided credence to the conference theme that 
Italians helped Jews escape Nazi persecution 
in both Italy and Greece. A photo exhibit of 
Rome’s Jewish Ghetto prepared by Italy/Italy 
Magazine was on view.



Funded by:
- The NIAF Mid Pacific Region
- Shalom Italia and Amici dell’Italia
- Holocaust Center of Northern California
- The Consulate General of Italy
- American Jewish Committee
- Italian Catholic Federation

The conference was dedicated to the late 
historian Claudio Segre who also served on 
the National Endowment for the Humanities 
Advisory Committee for the ‘Holocaust in 
Southern Europe’ program. 

The questions addressed at the event, featuring 
actor Robert Loggia were:
- What is the Jewish-Christian experience in 
the history of Italy?
- What happened to the community of 
47,000 Italian Jews and 10,000 foreign Jews 
in Italy and to the thousands of Jews in Italian-
occupied territories during World War II?
- What were the Racial Laws of 1938 and 
what impact did they have on Italy’s Jewish 
community? 
-Why did 80 percent of the Jews in Italy 
survive the Holocaust, while 80 percent of 
the Jewish population in other parts of Europe 
perish?
- Who were these Italian rescuers?
- What was their motivation in rescuing Jews? 
- What can we learn from these “Righteous
Gentiles?”

“The holocaust in 
southern europe” in san francisco, ca.

Presented in conjunction with San Francisco’s Fort Mason Center 
and the U.S. Holocaust Museum.  >>



“remember The 
holocausT” in 

washingTon, dc
Presented in conjunction with 18 federal 

agencies.  >>

Every year the U.S. government commemorates 
the Holocaust. In 1998, Dr. Maria Lombardo 
was invited to organize an event recognizing 
the Italians’ role in fighting the Nazis. 
Eighteen U.S. Federal Agencies collaborated 
to commemorate survivors of the Holocaust 
with a thoughtful program and conference, 
which included presentations from Secretary 
of Agriculture Dan Glickman and remarks 
from survivors Ginetta Sagan, and Salvatore 
Lombardo. Also in attendance were Mayor 
Stefano Vaccari of Nonantola and U.S. Officer 
Albert Materazzi, representing survivors of Villa 
Emma in Nonantola. Local news broadcaster 
Andrea Roane served as emcee of the program. 
Guests enjoyed artwork by Walt Whitman High 
School students depicting their impressions 
of the Holocaust on display throughout the 
Lincoln Theatre. At the conclusion of the event, 
Dr. Lombardo’s “Risking All for Brotherhood,” 
published by Italy/Italy Magazine in Rome, Italy 
was handed out to attendees.

 1. U.S. Department of Education
2. U.S. Department of Agriculture
3. U.S. Department of Transportation
4. U.S. Department of State
5. U.S. Information Agency
6. U.S. Housing and Urban Development
7. U.S. Department of Veteran Administration
8. U.S. Department of the Interior
9. U.S. Department of the Treasury
10. U.S. Department of Health & Human 
Services
11. General Service Administration
12. U.S. Department of Commerce
13. Small Business Administration
14. NASA
15. U.S. Department of Labor
16. U.S. Department of Justice
17. Federal Emergency Management Agency
18. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency


