HOLOCAUST PRESENTATIONS

*Holocaust in Southern Europe" at Luncheon Forum

Dr. Maria Lombardo, Education Director,
National [talian-American Foundation, will be
the guest speaker at the WHC Prime Timers
luncheon forum on Monday, May 20, 12:30
p.m., in Ring Hall. Dr. Lombardo will discuss
“Holocaust in Southern Europe®. She will be
introduced by Ruth Blond, Vice President for
Programming, WHC Prime Timers. A social
hour in the Kreeger Lobby will precede the
9 ¥ luncheon.

Dr. Lombardo holds a Master's Degree from Northeastern Uni-
versity and a Ph.D. from Boston Universiry. Her father wasa }'uuﬁ
ioldier during World War [1, who became disillusioned, and join
the partisan army. He was discovered and imprisoned in a concen-
tration camp in Yugoslavia.

To make your reservation, please mail a check, payable o WHC
Prime Timers, to Ruth Merber, Co-Treasurer, 7536 Sebago Road,
Bethesda, MD 20817. The luncheon costs are $6 for Temple
members, who are also dues-paying members of WHC Prime
Timers; §7 for non-Temple members of WHC Prime Timers, and

$8 for guests.
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HOLOCAUST
PRESENTATION

As a part of the WHC Prime Timers lunch series,
Dr. Lombardo presented on the Holocaust
in Southern Europe at Washington Hebrew
Congregation in Bethesda, Md. >>

INTRODUCTORY
REMARKS

Dr. Lombardo participated in an international conference on the

Rescue and Resistance in WWII at Boston College. >>

Dr. Lombardo joined keynote speaker Abraham Foxman, Director of the Anti-
Defamation League at a two-day program that included presentations by survivors
of Lithuania and Poland, historians and leaders from local Boston and Connecticut
community organizations, as well as musicians who performed songs from the
Holocaust period. Researchers also presented the cruelty of Nazi doctors as they

experimented on camp prisoners in the name of medical advancement.
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HOLOCAUST
PRESENTATION

A presentation in Calabria, Italy about the
Ferramonti Di Tarsia Internment Camp . >>

Back in 1986, Dr. Lombardo invited Simona Celiberti to present the history of
the holding camp of Ferramonti Tarsia in Calabria, Italy. The camp as described
by Celiberti was established by Mussolini in response to Hitler’s request that Jews
be rounded up into camps. The Italian camps allowed Jews to maintain religions
traditions, operate schools and participate in recreational activities. It was only after
1943, with the German takeover of Italy that numerous Jews were taken from these
holding camps to death camps in Germany.

INTRODUCTORY
REMARKS

Presentation of “The Righteous Enemy” screening at Hunter

College School of Social Work. >>

Dr. Maria Lombardo presented an overview of the Holocaust in Southern Europe
Conferences presented nationally, where she introduced Joseph Ochlitz, who
related the rescue of Jews from Yugoslavia by the Italian Army as seen in his film,
“The Righteous Enemy”’The event was funded by The National Organization of
Italian American Women (NOIAW).

HOLOCAUST
PRESENTATION

At a presentation at the Harvard University Club of Boston, Dr.
Lombardo spoke about Italy’s role in the Holocaust. >>

Dr. Maria Lombardo helped clarify the Calabria Connection at an event funded
by the Italian Center for New York City’s Boston office. The event was a part of
a series about Italy’s involvement in the Holocaust.



HOLOCAUST
PRESENTATION

The event held at Casa Italiana in New York City was funded
by Baronessa Mariuccua Zerilli-Marimo and the National
Organization of American Women (NOIAW). >>

A TRIBUTE TO
ROBERT BENIGNI

Presented in conjunction with FIERI at the
University of Chicgo in Illinois. >>

This conference organized by the Italian American youth group FIERI at
the University of Chicago was attended by a vast audience of college students
interested in learning more about Italy’s role in the Holocaust. Survivor Daisy
Miller from Stephen Spielberg’s Survivors of the Shoa Foundation and Dr. Maria
Lombardo related their stories of Italy during WWII to the college students. The
event was recorded and posted online.
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HOLOCAUST
PRESENTATION

In conjunction with the Colonial Historical
Foundation and the National Italian American
Foundation, Dr. Lombardo served as the keynote
speaker at an event in Williamsburg, Va.. >>

INAUGURAL GINETTA
SAGAN AWARD

Dr. Lombardo helped coordinate the efforts to present
Sagan with a humanitarian award for her work. >>

In conjunction with the Italian Embassy, Ginetta Sagan was recognized by
President Clinton for her bravery as a resistance fighter during WWII in

COLOMIAL ITALIAN AMEEILAN URUANILATIW
P.O. BOX 1007 (CIAC
WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGIMIA 23187

Torino, Italy. She was captured and tortured by the Fascists, but eventually
she escaped. In coming to America, Sagan worked tirelessly with Amnesty
International, USA to support the oppressed of society particularly women
all over the world. Dr. Maria Lombardo invited Sagan to speak at various
Holocaust conferences that she organized around the country.

b

CEAT Srholsbhg Frrscmlahen

eIt alian

Federal Holocaust Conference :

Al T Trairade § Proisgesdd 5

a . - * - - - =
Targets Italy’s Wartime Heroism ot lsian American Foundskio
v Framk {3 Nrello nd Amnesty Infermational’s  in faci, repor il imn mﬂlw‘ wm
]h:""l. OUFBET % :u..,:I:q of ::lnr:l1.1 .‘in;:.;n!:_ ‘\.\.Im I'Ia.i:.' ?|r| m;|::|_|“' “‘:4],"1‘.: I:La!ml! ,H'L‘Fl hﬂﬁ 5‘ _.:l lt_m et

Malisn  militery officers, Malian Resistance fghier enlisiod men snaiched them
soliiors, ond ordinary during the war almost from the hands of
peaple. who rescucd Jewn Opening remarks were  (he approoching Crermans,

a

S
from  MNadl  periecution  given by Daniel Glickman, dressed them in  Itakian k=
durmg World War 1], were US SECTetary of  mulitary uniforms, put them Th Lﬂﬁﬂﬂg&fﬂ! I'ﬂ‘mﬂ Cﬂl'll'l'll'.li -
describod during @ mmjor  agriculiure.  Dr. Maria on lhalisn army trains and Thelor Vs~ ne and NLAF oward a dullypad e e e

conference on the Holociust  Lombardo, WIAF education ook them to halv whene
sponsored by 18 federal  direcior provided  an  they were hidden

agencies  with mssistance  historical overview of the
from the MNaotional lalisn Holocsusi in S et
American Foundathon Aprill  Europe

fien Dienign o Ducituin Iliss & Caltet
e Maria Lombardo-Trifiletti
Joins Columbiis

Fellowship Foundation

-».- Lesbsls @ Ui mnit will i
sa1 mamime

Confeérence participants
noted that the Jews had
been in Haly for more than
2000 years and weere well
ilegrated il Ialian
socicty. Even in penods
when they were Torced 1o
live in ghetios, lmlian Jews
partiipaied in business and
socinl  relationships  with

linlian Christians. These
close ties were largely -
responsible for the hnlians' P i P, E— -
willingmess to rak their own
lives 1o save their Jewish rbr !EE MSE‘H ';IHEH{ R PR LR, |
LW} D, M i L neighbors I '"'r
Ole8) D e n-l---:r._. IAF 11r:ni--r :-.lu-mu. : AN & resit. . likNens [T T ST e ——]
-uivedia Sags, konsiery chsirman of Amoeily Inleraalionsl; A= S e ?
and Amdrea Hoave, ci-snchisr of chansel ® Eyenitneas News | smanaged W A 0 _ﬂh v e e
in Wshbngon, D percent or 47000 of the —
ol e — ] Jewes who were Hving. i =
21 in Washington, DN Ilu' ‘i. hag |‘||IL|I[ of the lhaly or who had fled there
conference also featurcd o progoun was a wo-pant  from thi MNaris

phioto exhilit of Rome's
lewish Gibeno, counesy of
ITALY ITALY Magarine.

e agencies  had
megueed NIAF assivarice
with the conferenee, = The

Holscaust  in Southern

exhibit. swhich began with a
photo  display of Rome"s
Jewish Ghenn, provided by
ITALY ITALY magazine.
b was followed by an
exhibil of artwork done by
ahsdents o a local high

Approximalely B0 percent
of the Jews in the rest of
I urope perished

Fighteen exdberal WECTCICE
participatesd i ihe
Haalogpmast Remembrancs
Confercoce, the fifth such

ITALIAN LIBERATION DAY
PRESENTATION

In conjunction with the Italian Embassy and the Italian Cultural
Society, Dr. Lombardo shared her research about Italy’s role in

the Holocaust and awarded two students from Our Lady of Mercy

School in Potomac, Md. with awards for their personal essays on
their personal heroes. >>



HOLOCAUST PANEL DISCUSSION

Presented by the Jewish Community Center of Fairfax, Va. and followed
by a screening of “A Debt to Honor.” >>

A Debt To Honor
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HOLOCAUST PANEL DISCUSSION

Film presentation of “A Debt to Honor” and a panel discussion including Dr. Lombardo and
historians from the U.S. Holocaust Museum at the Firenze House in Washington, DC. »>>
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VISIT TO FEATURE meeeeer R
VILLAEMMA s et

Dr. Lombardo met with the Jewish survivors 50 years
after they were rescued by an ltalian priest. >

Villa Emma situated in the town of Nonantola, Italy became the home
of 109 Jewish orphans from Germany, who were brought to Italy by
DELASEM (Delegazione Assistenza Emigrati Ebrei) via Yugoslavia.

They were sheltered by Father Arrigo Beccari and his fellow citizens of
Nonantola.

On the 50th anniversary of their eventual escape to Switzerland, the

surviving Jewish children of Nonantola united as adults to mark the

occasion. Amongst the attendees was survivor Tilla Offenberger, an artist
who lives in Haifa, Israel. She has made it her lifes work to have Father

Arrigo Beccari and the people of Nonantola become memorialized.

Dr. Lombardo visited Villa Emma and had discussions about Jewish tours to

Nonantola with the survivors. She also invited then current mayor, Stefano e, e, o U e e T e il

Vaccari, to participate in the Holocaust conference sponsored by 18 U.S.
Federal Agencies in Washington, D.C.

> ) RDAUL WALLENBERG
AWARD RECIPIENT

On behalf of the National Italian American Foundation, the Milford
2 Jewish Center of New Jersey presented Dr. Lombardo with the Raul
Jmﬁ. vl Wallenberg Award for she and the organization’s contributions through
|

tion nationwide conferences on the Holocaust in Southern Europe . >>




ITALIAN-JEWISH EXPERIENCE SYMPOSIUM

Dr. Lombardo participated in a day long symposium at Stony Brook
University in New York >>
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Local Italian Americans
Honored by Courage Italia

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
AT COURAGE
ITALIA AWARD

Dr. Lombardo served as the keynote speaker for the
event held in Rochester, New York. >>

An audience of more than 650 guests gathered for an evening to honor Holocaust

survivors as well as rescuers, including Mussolini’s bodyguard. Survivors described
their experiences in Italy, providing the audience with insight into their fears,
strengths and loyalty to humanity. Dr. Maria Lombardo served as the event’s
keynote speaker. Frank Oliveri of Courage Italia and Barbara Applebaum of the

Jewish Federation of Rochester were the event’s chairs.




RESCUERS IN ITALY PRESENTATION

In conjunction with -Religious Teachers Fillippini and Temple B'Nai Or a film screening
and presentation was held at Villa Walsh in Morristown, New Jersey. >>

‘Rescuers in ltaly’ Day
Slated for May 23rd
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HOLOCAUST PRESENTATION

Dr. Lombardo presented at the East Boston Adult Education Center
alongside guest of honor Sen. Edward Kennedy. »>>

Senator Edward Kennedy and Vicki Reggie Kennedy were among participants

of a graduation for minority women at the East Boston Adult Education Center.

After the graduation Dr. Lombardo presented on the Holocaust in Southern
Europe and her book “A Camp Without Walls.”
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Left to Right: East Boston Adult Education Center,
Director, Prof, Avellani, Vicki Reggie Kennedy, Senator
Edward Kennedy and Dr. Maria Lombardo at the women's
graduation ceremony.

Senator Kenned

by Dr. Maria Lombardo

What connection does a
nine year old girl coming fo
America for the first time on
a large ship named Christo-
pher Columbus have with
the Kennedy dynasty? Well
upon our arrival my grand-
mother, Filomena told me
that 1 must be forever grate-
ful to then President John F.
Kennedy for processing the
paperwork that permitted
me and my parents to come
to America. My grandmother
recounted that when John F.
Kennedy was running for
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office he had visited the
Tremont Clothing factory
where she was working and
as he made his campaign
promises to help immi-
grants, my grandmother be-
gan crying in front of the
TV cameras saying that
she had never met her
grandchildren and terribly
missed her daughter, who
had been left behind in Italy.
She put John F. Kennedy to
task by begging for help in
bringing her daughter and
family to Amer-ica. With

y, a Friend ;f the Italians

the personal assistance of
the future president, we
came to America.

Always in the back of my
mind, I knew the Kennedy
family members were hu-
manitarians. We heard so
much about their assis-
tance and legislation to help
immigrants and poor Ameri-
cans. When eventually 1 at-
tained my degrees and de-
cided to use them for a cause
dear to my heart to help [tal-




SERGIO FRANCHI MUSIC EVENT

Dr. Lombardo worked alongside Eva Franchi to award scholarships to
Italian musicians in honor of famous tenor Sergio Franchi. »>>

Music is the heart of Italians and Italian Americans, Dr. Lombardo felt strongly that the community should encourage talented musicians through
scholarships and entertainment. She worked alongside Mrs. Eva Franchi wife of tenor Sergio Franchi to establish the Sergio Franchi Music
Foundation and to assist in the selection of the Sergio Franchi award winners for its annual music festival held at the Franchi estate in Stonington,
Connecticut.

In the process, they discovered a number of young talents including Tara Venditti, Michael Amante, Patrick Carfizzi and others. As noted in several
press articles, attendance at the Sergio Franchi concert grew to more than five million people. Proceeds from the event benefit the Sergio Franchi
music awards in voice performance. Eva Franchi has worked steadily to generate income for the scholarships in honor of her late husband. NIAF
promoted the program for Mrs. Franchi while Dr. Lombardo helped identify scholarship applicants.

PAVAROT TI SCHOLARSHIP

Dr. Lombardo worked alongside famed tenor Luciano
Pavarotti to present scholarships to young musicians. >>

As a result of a NIAF fundraising dinner, the Pavarotti Scholarship was initiated
in honor of famous tenor Luciano Pavarotti. Mr. Pavarotti and other members
worked with Dr. Lombardo in selecting worthy singers for his namesake

scholarship.

ETRUSCAN EXHIBIT

Etruscans

Dr. Lombardo helped spearhead an informative
exhibition showcasing works of Etruscan art. >>

A major Etruscan art show, held in Washington, D.C. in the fall of 1984, was
organized by Dr. Lombardo and co-sponsored by the NIAF in conjunction with
the University for Foreigners in Perugia, Italy. The NIAF exhibition launched
the “International Year of the Etruscans” in the United States.

The Archeological Superintendency of Perugia accepted the invitation of
the University for Foreigners and graciously prepared the exhibition, which
was welcomed with great interest in the nation’s capital, particularly by those

attending a simultaneous NIAF convention.
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ITALIAN AMERICAN WOMEN IN
TRADITION AND TRANSITION CONFERENCE

Dr. Lombardo helped coordinate a conference highlighting the roles of
Italian American women throughout history. >>

In collaboration with the National Organization of Italian American Women,
the NIAF conducted the conference “Italian American Women in Tradition of
Transition” Topics discussed included Our Heritage, An Asset or Liability for Super
Achievers; Leaving Home: A Dilemma for Young Italian American Women.

THE ROLE OF ITALIAN AMERICAN
WOMEN CONFERENCE

Dr. Lombardo helped coordinate a conference highlighting the roles of
Italian American women throughout history. >>

Another Italian American women-centric conference held in 1986 was conducted
together in conjunction with the National Organization of Italian American
Women, under the leadership of Dr. Aileen Riotto Sirey. The conference aimed
to define the role of Italian American women in the areas of sciences, business,
academia, politics, medicine and law.
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